The Eastport Spire
“Inspire Us to Great Things”
June 2021
We share our experiences of God’s Kingdom with all, through our
faith, love, fellowship, and service. It is our vision to have each
person engaged in worship that enriches, ministries that empower,
and missions that embrace and affirm all people.

From the Pastor
Friends of Eastport United Methodist Church:
I keep thinking about Nicodemus’ meeting with
Jesus from this past Sunday (John 3). Nicodemus and
his circle of influence had a hard time with Jesus’
message. Jesus spent too much time with the folks
from “the other side of the tracks.” In their eyes, it
was a shame Jesus couldn’t be just like them. This
young man with so much potential is just headed
down the wrong path, and to think, he could be
righteous just like those religious leaders − the
Pharisees. Their disappointment in him is
understandable, Jesus is disrupting the way things
have always been.

being reborn is hard because we constantly cling to
those familiar ways.
I pray that as we slowly begin to emerge from the
distancing of the pandemic, we’ll think about the
habits and behaviors that we will leave behind. And
what will we take up going forward? How can we reenter our world as a people more oriented toward
God’s justice and grace? What if the church was less
about rules and obligations and restrictions, like the
Pharisees would have it, and more about joy, delight,
inclusion, and liberation?
~ Grace and Peace, Pastor Chris

It’s from that context Nicodemus emerges from the
darkness and asks the light of the world “Can I begin
again?” And Jesus replies, “Yes! Y’all must born
again!” Y’all cannot miss out on this! Y’all are
invited!”
That “y’all” is not just my southern twist on
scripture. The Greek is the second person plural for
you- y’all!
Jesus says to the religious temple folks − y’all must
be able to leave the old life behind, let bygones be
bygones, there is nothing sacred but the mission
ahead of us! Abundant life is here! The old is gone,
the new has come! Grace has arrived in the flesh and
you’re missing out!
Yes, it means leaving some of our old habits,
prejudices, and weaknesses behind. It means
unlearning the ways of the world − racism, sexism,
homophobia. It is a letting go (or a shedding off) of
egoism, distrust, and isolation (the list goes on!) This

Outdoor Worship
It has been so good to worship together in person at
the church. Following our outdoor Easter service we
noticed that we should host our service outdoors
more often. Not only do we get to experience the
beauty of creation around us, but we can be in an

environment where it's safer for those who have not
been vaccinated to join us. We'll aim for 10 am on
the first Sunday of each month, weather permitting.
If it is raining, we'll have the service indoors.
~ Pastor Chris

Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee
That was one of the songs we sang on our return to
our sanctuary on Sunday, May 23. And all I can say
is JOYFUL is definitely the word I’d use to describe
our first indoor gathering in over a year, hmm, 435
days but who was counting?
Excited chatter, confetti, fist bumps, elbow bumps,
high fives, lingering conversations, smiles (yes, you
can tell, even masked), community artwork, old
friends, new guests, CHOW food truck in the Lot of
Love, and did I mention JOY?
I have to admit I had no idea what to expect. I did
my best to stay in touch with folks via Zoom
fellowship times, emails, texts and the occasional
phone calls, but we all know it’s just a pale shadow
of the feeling of being in person, face to face. So,
would it be awkward? Would it be weird? Would I
feel tongue-tied? Would I recognize people behind
their masks? With new hair colors? With new
wrinkles, with new attitudes?
And then I was there in the sanctuary and as I greeted
folks, it felt natural, it felt wonderful, it felt joyful.
The only problem I encountered was that I didn’t get
a chance to talk to everyone! I would see someone
and think, “Oh, I have GOT to go talk to her/him”
and then by the time I could work my way to where
I had last seen them, they were gone, probably
engaged in a conversation with someone they HAD
to talk to.
I know it’s simplistic to boil such a complex year,
such a complicated and poignant homecoming down
to one word – but joy is my choice. And I think that’s
a good way to distill the essence of my attitude going
forward. I know it won’t always be possible, but
whenever I can, I choose to adore joyfully.
~ Barbara Krebs

Back in the House! The Right Words
at the Right Time
Those words ... those perfect words!
Our scripture reading last Sunday from Acts 2 began
with the perfect words, "When the day of Pentecost
had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting."
Pentecost Sunday.
Together.
Gathered in one place.
Filling the entire house.
The Lord's EUMC House.
We were back! Talk about the LIVING WORD of
God! These ancient words were so appropriate to
this very special day! And that "sound like the rush
of a violent wind?” Indeed, this past Sunday that
"sound" was laughter, music and singing, the ringing
of bells, conversation, and words of welcome! From
the moment I entered the church, I could feel the
Lord pouring out His Spirit upon us even as Pastor
Chris poured out his confetti upon us!
Our first Sunday "back in the House" was an
experience to cherish always. After such a
tumultuous and unsteady year, gathering together on
Sunday felt like a firm and warm embrace – an
enormous hug. During our service there was a
beautiful atmosphere of reverence, awe, and
veneration along with an interesting and exciting
new relaxed casualness, comfort, and relief.
Perhaps those from "every nation under heaven" –
the Galileans, Parthians, Medes and Elamites and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, of
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, and of
Egypt, Libya, and Rome, all felt the same way on
that day of Pentecost when they suddenly
experienced that comforting embrace gathered
finally as one body after times of stress and
weariness.
"Gathered together in one place." I think that's what
Heaven on earth is – "gathered together" in one place
and as one Body as the Holy Spirit falls fresh upon
us. Gathered in His name. Because together we can
do so much more. Being together emboldens,

encourages, and equips us to go forth and gather
together even more of His children.
~ Sherrie Little

Color Me Happy
With Gratitude…
We are back in person! What a joyous thing to be
able to say after the 14 months we have just
experienced! We can’t know what changes are still
in store for our world, city and church, but I am very
grateful for the efforts of so many here at Eastport
United Methodist Church:
 All of our amazing Food Pantry leadership
and volunteers who provided such a vital
service to our neighbors.
 The teams who figured out how to have
meetings by Zoom and gave valuable time and
effort to keep our church running.
 Everyone who gave financially, even when it
was hard, which has allowed us to remain as a
beacon of light in Eastport.
 All of the people who volunteered to help with
our virtual worship as readers and children’s
moment leaders.
 Those who added so much to our worship
with their musical offerings and sermons.
 Nancy Williamson, who saw a need in the
church office and volunteered to keep it
running smoothly for months.
 JoAnn Kulesza and Bill Schneider, who put in
countless hours in front of and behind the
scenes in the production of our virtual
worship.
 And of course, Pastor Chris Broadwell, who
has worked selflessly and tirelessly throughout
this unprecedented time.
Thank you all! I’m looking forward to a great future
with this beloved community!
~ Jill Peddicord
Administrative Council Chairperson

Each time I work the Food Bank, I do a new job, or I
meet someone new, or I have a fantastic conversation
with somebody. This time I did all three. My new
job? Art director! When I had met with Pastor Chris
a few weeks back, we thought it might be fun to have
the food bank volunteers and the children of the
community paint a “mural.” So Chris got some
canvas, built a frame, bought paint and brushes, and
we set up the canvas by the playground.
On Friday, after the boxes were packed, we sweet
talked a few of the volunteers into painting
something on the mural. After a couple of hours, the
painting portrayed a sailboat, several butterflies, a
palm tree, a couple of hearts and multiple flowers.
Then it was Saturday and the paints were ready for
the kids to have at it. And boy, did they! New
flowers sprouted, another palm tree “grew” and
various other shapes took form. And while I might
not know exactly what that form was, it didn’t
matter. The kids were having a ball, as they came up
to me to ask for new colors, a different sized brush,
handwashing (we were smart – water-based paint!).
One particular boy stood out, Gene. He wanted to do
a rainbow but got side tracked by seeing how the
colors blended together. As he painted each color on
top of another, he told me he was five and he played
football, and he could do cartwheels (which he
happily demonstrated). By the time he finished, his
“rainbow” was pretty much a solid blob of gray but I
could see the joy he had playing with all the paints
he tried out. Jackson Pollock never had that much
fun!
So, the someone new I met was Gretchen, who lives
somewhere in the neighborhood. She stopped to
watch the children and we got to chatting. She asked
what we planned on doing with the painting and I
told her it would go inside the church. I said we
wanted it to portray community, showing what

happens when we all do stuff together. She liked that
idea and then said how much she appreciated our
church. “I love using the picnic tables, and I love
how you are a resource to the community, bringing
folks together. I love how inclusive it is.” Then she
mentioned she would like to volunteer sometime in
the future, so I made sure she met Della so she could
be included on the next group text.
Did I mention fantastic conversation? Well, in
addition to my talk with Gretchen, I enjoyed what
Sven (Storm Brothers Ice Cream, and our wonderful
egg man) had to say. As he glanced around the
parking lot with its varying stations for food bank
boxes, fresh produce, eggs, Dangerously Delicious
pies, the Chow food truck, Ethan’s grocery store
(well-stocked this time around with laundry
detergent and diapers) and all the other tables of
miscellaneous items, he said he was just amazed at
what we do month after month. He loves how we
pull it together, and the camaraderie of it all.
I could go on and on, but this is a newsletter, not a
novel. So let me end with how much I look forward
to whatever new adventure awaits me next month.
There’s always something new or fun to do, to try, to
experience. Talk about a win-win!
~ Barbara Krebs

Note from a Neighbor
The following email was received in the EUMC
office last month:
Pastor Chris and all at Eastport United Methodist
Church,
I wanted to take a moment to thank you for your
openness to the community of Eastport at large. We
are neighbors who live just a few blocks from your
church and although we aren’t members we have
appreciated your willingness to share your space
and sense of community with us. With all of the
challenges we have all faced over the last year,
getting outside has been more important than ever
for our family to have a sense of well-being and
connection to others. We have a very small yard
which can sometimes make this difficult. We have on
more than one occasion enjoyed spending time in
your field and on your playground as a family and
with friends. Today, we had friends gather to
celebrate our daughter’s birthday. All enjoyed the
lovely open space where we felt welcomed and safe.
Unfortunately I didn’t get any appropriate group
pictures to share but there were lots of giggles and
happy voices celebrating together and many bubbles
were blown. A few cicadas were played with and the
playground definitely got a full morning’s use. Thank
you so much for your generosity in sharing your
space (and much more) with the community and
specifically with our family. With appreciation….

~ ~ ~

United Methodist Women News
The United Methodist Women elected the following
officers for the coming year at their May meeting:
Jean Strucko as President; Harriet Macey as Vice
President; Harriet Newquist as Treasurer; and
Debbie Morgan as Secretary. The group is taking a
break for the summer and will begin meeting again
on September 8 at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
~ Kathy Duckett

Coffee with the Pastor
Over the past year, Pastor Chris has been available
for chats over Zoom and telephone. Pastor Chris is
now making himself available for scheduled outdoor
visits. Please reach out to him to schedule a time to
get together to chat and to pray. Who knows, maybe
he'll even bring his guitar with him!

2021 Graduates

Jake Callahan Lahoff graduated cum laude from
UMBC with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Environmental Science and Geography, a minor in
music and a certificate in Geographic Information
Science. His goal is to attend Towson University for
a Master's in Geography and Environmental
Planning. He has a summer internship with
Baltimore County Department of Public Works
doing GIS work. Jake is grandson of Eunice Corse
and nephew of Jill Peddicord.
Andrew Jon Dobbs graduated from Northwood
Senior High School in Silver Spring, Maryland. He
will attend UMBC in September. Andrew is the
grandson of Myrna & Marty Dobbs.

Michael Neal Miller graduated from Liberty
University, Lynchburg, Virginia on Friday, May 14,
2021. Michael graduated magna cum laude with a
B.S. Degree in Information Technology. “The best
news is that he has a job” says his proud grandfather,
Richard Miller.

Darrin Edstrom of Orange Park, Florida (formerly
of Annapolis) graduated with honors from Atlantic
Coast High School in Jacksonville on May 25,
2021. Darrin is a member of the National Honor
Society, and during his high school years, was part
of the Atlantic Coast AP Honors Academy. He
played football for ACHS, and along with a friend,
started a Chess Club at the school. In the fall, Darrin
will attend the University of North Florida, and will
major in engineering. His parents, Brian and Yaritza

along with his sister, Dahlia are very proud of
Darrin. Needless to say, so are his grandparents,
Wendy and Eric Edstrom. We thank all who were a
part of his life when he lived in Annapolis.

Colonial Nursery Event
You were recently invited to a Colonial Nursery
School fundraiser in collaboration with Wander Art
Studio. If you attended, you knew it was absolutely
wonderful to gather with others and create something
beautiful. We have an incredibly gifted community
of friends and neighbors and what a delight it was to
be taught how to plant a beautiful succulent garden!

Parent Connect

Bill Schneider. Being a 2020 graduate with a
Masters in Theological Studies was a major
accomplishment for Bill. But then, Covid. No
ceremony, no Pomp and Circumstance playing. But
one year later Bill was able to walk graduation at The
National Cathedral.

Susan and I are launching a new ministry in the
Annapolis area called Parent Connect. The goal of
Parent Connect is to provide a safe environment for
parents of LGBT children to experience community
and personal growth. In Parent Connect, you will: 1)
Experience a safe environment in which to connect
with other parents of LGBT children. 2) Explore
God’s purposes for you as the parent of an LGBT
individual. 3) Learn how to love your LGBT son or
daughter well, in harmony with your faith.
Parent Connect groups meet monthly in homes and
are led by group facilitators. Our first group will meet
in Susan’s and my house once per month. It’ll be a
relaxed, casual group experience with Susan and me
hosting the group as we build community with one
another and engage in group conversation about the
experiences of parenting children who identify as
LGBTQ+.

Bill shared his day with another close friend of
EUMC, The Reverend Doctor Daniel Mejia who
earned his Doctorate in Divinity.

If you know of someone for whom this group would
be beneficial, please contact Susan or me on their
behalf, or pass along our contact information to
them. We can be reached at:
bschneider812@me.com or
susan.schneider62@gmail.com.
~ Bill Schneider

A New Partnership
Charting Careers
and EUMC have
begun a partner
relationship recently,
beginning with Chartering Careers using the chapel
space for their weekly staff meetings. We’re excited
to provide this amenity to this organization, because
their mission perfectly aligns with the mission of the
church in our efforts to bring equity and dignity to
the marginalized.
Charting Careers seeks to:
"Breaking the cycle of poverty and inequity in
Annapolis through mentoring, education, and family
partnership.”
Through their excellent track record, Charting
Careers has gained the attention and confidence of
the Anne Arundel County Public Schools, such that
AACPS has contracted Charting Careers to provide
Community Navigators in several neighborhoods
around Annapolis where statistics show that some
students are falling behind in their educational
achievement. These Community Navigators help to
identify those students in need of additional support,
and they connect those families with additional
educational resources.
To learn more about Charting Careers, go to
chartingcareers.org.

On the go? On top of Mt. Everest without
WiFi? Unable to do the in-person service
or YouTube service for any reason? You
can listen to the pre-recorded service via
phone each week.

June Birthdays
June 1
June 3
June 6
June 9
June10
June 11
June 14
June 15
June 17
June 21

June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 27

Jerry Lesley
Amanda Owen
Ricardo Vasquez, Jr.
Courtney Morgan Hardie
Benjamin Baker
Pam Pulley
Shelly Wilcox
Betty Tillack
Teresa Keller
Steve Parks
Barbara Pearson
Joyce Lorenz
Vaughan Parrish
Noah Somers
Lynn Swanner
Randi Aaliah Savoy
Jan Hopping
Alaina Ugolini
Darcey Schultz
Sharon Stevens
Ginny Davidson

June Anniversaries
June 4
June 6
June 11
June 22
June 25
June 29

Pam & Chris Pulley
Bev & Chuck Ferrar
Wendy & Eric Edstrom
Holly Green & Matt Ficca
Christy & Jerry South
Elizabeth & Justin Ford

The Spire is published monthly by Eastport
United Methodist Church, 926 Bay Ridge Ave.,
Annapolis, MD 21403. 410.263.5490
office@eastportumc.org
www.eastportumc.org
Pastor: Christopher Broadwell
Editor: Eunice Corse

Eastport United Methodist Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

June 2021

410.263.5490

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

Meeting re:
August peach
event 7pm in
chapel and on
zoom.

History of
Hymns
Online
7:30pm

Virtual Hymn
Sing 7pm

6

7

14

15

16

21

27

28

22

23

History of
Hymns
Online
7:30pm

29
History of
Hymns
Online
7:30pm

17
Virtual
Hymn Sing
7:00pm

History of
Hymns
Online
7:30pm

20
Worship
10am

10
Virtual
Hymn Sing
7:00pm

Admin Council
7pm Zoom

Worship
10am

Worship
10am

9
History of
Hymns
Online
7:30pm

Worship
10am

13

8

24
Virtual
Hymn Sing
7:00pm

30

Pickup & sort
food for
tomorrow’s
food pantry
25

FOOD
PANTRY
10:30 AM

26

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

926 Bay Ridge Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21403-3091

The Rev. Christopher Broadwell, Pastor
Church 410-263-5490
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Nursery 10:15 a.m.
Office Hours 9:30-3:30 Monday-Friday
Office Closed 12-1 p.m. for Lunch

www.eastportumc.org

